Supplement to The Way of Chinese Characters

The characters in The Way of Chinese Characters (by Jianhsin Wu) correspond to the glossary of
Integrated Chinese, Second Edition, Level 1, Part 1 textbook (by Tao-chung Yao, Yuehua Liu, et
al.). In this supplement, the author gives explanations for all the new characters (28 in total) that
appear in Integrated Chinese, Third Edition, Level 1, Part 1 textbook.

There are slight differences between the orders of the glossaries in the two editions of Integrated
Chinese. For those who use the third edition of Integrated Chinese and cannot find the
explanation of a certain character in a certain chapter of The Way of Chinese Characters, please
check Character Index by Pinyin, or Traditional Character Index by Stroke Count, or Simplified
Character Index by Stroke Count at the back of the book.

With both the printed text and this supplement, certainly you will be able to find explanations for

all characters that appear in the third edition of Integrated Chinese in The Way of Chinese
Characters.
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Lesson 1
AR
— .

E{ jing (capital)

Pictograph. In the Oracle-Bone and
Bronze Inscriptions, ‘FIJ (jing,
capital) resembles a large grand
building at the top of a hill or
mountain. “Capital” is the
extended meaning of Hi. You may
compare i with @ (see gao, tall,
in Lesson 2) and & (see liang,
bright, in Lesson 5).

o 4% - 0 oy o
2K, GIHA R, HAR.

- B

‘f\:ﬂ‘ / éﬂ nit (knob; button )

Associative and pictophonetic compound.
The character # consists of the silk
radical 7 and H. (chou) as both the
phonetic and signifying component. Its
original meaning was “to tie a knot.” In
its ancient form, H. looks like a hand
twisting an object and its original
meaning was “twist” or “wrench,” but
later was borrowed to mean “the second
of the twelve Earthly Branches.”

TN o (i 2 o b R - ST O[S o T, R LT
), AT AL, A S R R i L P ROR LY . T
BRI AL S
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Lesson 2

%ﬁ E'I%

ﬁ/ % ai (love; be fond of)

Associative and pictophonetic compound. In the
Seal Script, the top part of & is both the
phonetic and signifying component (pronounced
ai, meaning “love”) and the bottom part is the
signifying element (% sut, walk back and forth;
hover). It seems a man is deeply falling in love
with a woman, hovering around her house and
being reluctant to leave. The simplified character
% derives from the cursive style of the

traditional form . /
gk !\“U@

_._.--"'"-'_'-'_F'_

¥ goys e £ Fﬁﬁi‘?@?‘%ﬁ%ﬁ (ai, Iove)“f[ (- (sui Jll) » %70 Jﬂ%gﬁlj%ui e
'[H'E[Zf?;‘%? ﬁﬂ%m [~ BESE - TR FIJ?'I%; (=, ;f e -2y
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;z cai (vegetable; dish; food)

Associative and pictophonetic compound.
The character 3£ is composed of the
grass/plant radical | and phonetic and
signifying component 28 (cai), meaning
“vegetable.” In the Oracle-Bone
Inscriptions, the character X looks like a
hand picking fruits from a tree, and means
“pick,” “pluck,” or “gather.” When
vegetables are ripe, people will gather them.

%f’?ﬂl Y, KRG WM, K. KIMTRIMZE. K, 85 BUTRE L

E==4
Ho
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Lesson 6

5 EE
R

£ D
X,%/ {E zhiin (standard;

criterion; allow; accurate)

i

Pictophonetic character. The
character #E consists of the
water radical y and the
phonetic component & (sun),
meaning “standard,” _
“criterion,” etc. Since people T <=
used the level of a liquid in a o -

container or the watgr ina l /@///‘* L“' s —%J%f// n /gﬁ jmf
lake/river as standard to 'v “

judge the height of its

surroundings, the character # contains the water radical. In its ancient form, the character £
depicts a bird with a person, meaning “hunting eagle.”

IR, 0y, HB(sun)E. ARFELA/KUEE, ¥Rl £ R, &300E, A GRS
P, Zliiﬁ’ﬁ“‘ o RS AU T LAY, BROH.
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N
ﬁFJ/ %’ béi (prepare)

Associative compound. In the Oracle-Bone
inscriptions and Bronze Inscriptions, the
character Jjg; looks like an arrow in the quiver,
signaling ready for a battle. Hence, the
meanings of ﬁFJ are “cautious,” “prepare,” or
“ready.” 4% is a variant form of &, and the
simplified character £ remains only the right

part of .

e g WHEI. @B BREERH,
EARTER, Pifl, TR, AetSE. ST
B ) e S N S QI N

7 .®

I_:":' | mian (face)

Pictograph. In the Oracle-Bone Inscription, the
character [ delineates the contour of a face with
an exaggerated huge eye, since eyes are the most
striking part on one’s face. The meanings of i
include: “face,” “to face,” “said,” “aspect,”
surface,” etc.

B4, SR It (]
RL—Z5 OB, RIS 24 B SR
BRI AL, AR AIIL, 5 A 7
(TN TN TN
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Lesson 7

N

*g; zhi (twig; branch; measure word for long,
thin objects)

Pictophonetic character. The character 1 consists
of the wood/tree radical A and the phonetic
element 3Z (zhi). The primary meaning of £ is
“branch,” or “twig.” It is also used as a measure
word for something long and narrow, such as a pen,
candle, rifle, etc.

K R o 1§ 0 SUE . REREIE, IR A—
SO RAGIED RS R . 30, R TR
MIAThL, AR, SIRAD S SCBE 32

2
FREE. zhi (paper )

Pictophonetic character. The character &%
is comprised of the silk radical = and the
phonetic element X (shi), meaning
“paper.” Before paper was invented, rich
people sometimes wrote on silk. Therefore,
#X contains the silk radical.

R e . AR AAUE.
AL BT RSO T4, T
WO . K, WO R, A3
Ty, HIRE, ol 2 R I 4
S ERAEAY. DS,
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B

En ku (cruel; extremely)

Pictophonetic character. The character B consists of
the radical 1 (wine jar) and the phonetic % (gao, tell).
Bt originally referred to the smell of strong alcoholic
drinks and extends to mean “cruel,” “extremely,” etc.
Since the pronunciation of &k is similar to “cool,” it
was used to translate the English Word in recent years.
In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, ¢, is comprised of
(niu, ox) and [ I (kou, mouth), originally referring to

the sound an ox makes and extending to mean
“inform,” “tell,” etc.

B TSR o (LY o R o A FELIMRIRAY > IR
AT e B AR VR I = L o PRI BRL9 3T cool
AHALL, FﬁuﬁﬁIEE cool FEABLE Hh 2 33 IR B 3 A
SIomEE. ¢ ?’j—:F' Frjj/ﬁ]f—{l’ @Lf‘ 7-[59&15 =t
P > e[ EG - %7 f‘l“ ~

[
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L_esson 8
aawa %"
.

% léi (tired; fatigued)

Pictophonetic character. In the Seal Script,
the character §d is comprised of the
semantic component =+ (mi, silk thread)
and the phonetic element & (1éi),
originally meaning “rope.” The extended
meanings of & include “tie up,” “bind,”
“detain,” “get somebody into trouble,”
“toil,” “tired,” etc. In the Regular Script, the character £ is made up of F'! (tian, field) and 5=
(mi, silk string). In the past men worked in the field and women made silk. Both jobs were
laborious and made people exhausted.

Bd OV EFOY R o BECIE > AR, BRESE. AR, FE. ER. HRER. BT LA
M, A ARCRER), TR T LhRAGE NS R,

Ko M

;%E/ m wang (net)

Pictograph. In its ancient form, the
character #8 resembles the contour of a
net. In the Regular Script, the silk
radical 7= is added to indicate a net is
made from ropes and T= (wang)
suggests the pronunciation. The
simplified character B4 restores the
original form.

MG e FREI @30 BB IRATE. i A T
R T A AT - F

Supplement to The Way of Chinese Characters, © 2008. All rights reserved. www.cheng-tsui.com page 9



LLesson 9

NE.5 LR

ﬁ shang (commerce; business)

Pictograph. In its ancient form, the character #§
looks like a wine container, which was its original
meaning. The wine container had a measuring
function, so B extended to mean “measurement,”
“consult,” “discuss,” “negotiate.” Since business
involves a lot of negotiation, B came to mean
“commerce,” “business,” and “trade.”

B 2. W3 esc Bt AU A ds .
s AR, WoIHAME. WE. WUEREAS TR, DI G AR . E

.
}E dian (shop; store)

Pictophonetic character. In
the Seal Script, the character
JE consists of the soil/earth
radical 1= and the phonetic
element (5 (zhan), originally
referring to a clay stand
designed for storing things
in the main room of a house.
Later it extended to mean
“store,” “shop,” “inn,” etc. In Regular Script, the shed/shelter radical "~ is used to replace the
soil/earth radical I-. It shows the progress of selling things inside a shed instead of on a stage
made of soil.

JE B, et BB ARFEBYRNEE T Rl TsAT (R AR
JE LRI AR TR T iR BB B W B AR A
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O N

U ra s i)

Associative compound. The character 9[! consist of %
(ndi, female) and [ I (kdu, mouth), meaning “obey,” or
“in compliance with” because women should listen to
men’s words according to the traditional concept. One
of the Confucian classics lists the three rules women
must obey: obeying her father before marriage, her
husband after marriage, and her son if her husband dies.
The extended meaning of [! includes “according to,”
“as if,” “as,” "if,” etc.

wmEE. i, 0. ERESEABS, LA
JERZZRIE, HEOE T NMIRE. (A M FREE) 8
CRGIEAL, BRGRETR, R T” o WIARFEZIHE
fE. W, ST ZanlE . plan. fRanss.

Y. .R
]2
pi & 5

% guo (fruit; result)

Pictograph. In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, !
is a pictograph of a tree with three fruits. In the
Bronze Inscriptions, these three fruits become one
large one. In Seal Script, this large fruit is
replaced with the character ['1 (tién, field), which
deviates somewhat from the original meaning.

BU 47 < (T RR R o SO A
SRT. Al T .tk
FEACRIEE R T I
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Plﬁ 5% Qg‘“—fu% E'[g
‘%/'& chang (long)

Pictograph. In its ancient form, the
character £ looks like an old man
with long hair and a walking stick. The
original meaning of 4 was “long
hair,” and the extended meanings
include “long,” “length,” “strong
point,” “be good at,” etc.

RS W AR REEN
No AERZER, TIHERARK,
RAL RIEE. HRES.

i
%ﬂ duan (short; brief)

Pictophonetic character. The character %4
is comprised of the arrow radical < and
the phonetic & (dou, beans) meaning
“short”. In the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions
and Bronze Inscriptions, <. is the
pictograph of an arrow. In ancient times
people could use an arrow to measure the
length of other things, therefore the
character 4& has the arrow radical.

B

M OeE. itR, 9. BRAR. R
M2, AN ATHR RS, i fes
fille 5, B B AELUTE. A
Ty, JRfE A G .
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E / H zhong (species; kind; sort; ) /

zhong (grow; plant)

Pictophonetic character. The character 7
consists of the growing grain radical *
and the phonetic element gl (zhong,
heavy), meaning “ plant,” or “grow.” The
extended meanings of #& are “seed,”
“breed,” “species,” “kind,” “type,” etc. In
the Bronze Inscriptions, Efl is the sketch
of a man carrying a heavy sack on his
back, meaning “heavy,” or “serious.” In
the simplified character &1, the right part
of 7& is replaced by f[1 because the
pronunciation of f[1 (zhdng) is similar to

Ei (zhong).

MOBE. R, BB, ARFIEHE, SIRAM T BK. NS, B, 2. RASA
F) o R T PR 7 R 55 O A

R

% ting (erect; straighten up; very;
rather)

Pictophonetic character. The character $&
consists of the hand radical § and the phonetic
element #£, and it originally meant “pull out,”
“pull up,” or “draw.” Its extended meanings
include “straight,” “erect,” “stick out,”
“straighten up,” “quite,” “very,” etc. In the
Bronze Inscriptions, the character ¥ looks like
a man standing in front of the steps of a court,
and means “royal court.”
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BETRER. GET 0 B - IR BIAEE. L TEE. KU M.
&, . AR ISR EERT, AR,

LD

e

B ta it

Pictograph. In its ancient form, the
character ‘& looks like a snake moving in a
zigzag way, and its original meaning was
“snake.” Later & was borrowed to mean
“other,” or “it,” and a worm radical H was
added the left of ‘& to make a new
character 1 (snake).

B BTG ER L. SEEHKE. AR, JRERANK. 4MER. T
T EASRRED . B, mrgn AR e P A8 i E fUAekoR .

N

EIJ shua (scrub; brush;

swipe)

Pictophonetic character. The
character Fil consists of the
phonetic element shua on the left
and the knife radical '] on the
right. Its original meaning was
“scrape,” extended to mean
“scrub,” “brush,” “daub,”
“remove,” etc.

Rl ERE. Jocfis R, At

o AFRMIIF, 51H &
Bl Ve, ML HEER R

R TEE
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—E gia (wedge; get stuck; be jammed)
ka (card)

Associative compound. The character & is
the combination of L (up) and & (down),
signifying something is stuck in a
particular position and cannot move
upward or downward. The meanings of &
include “wedge,” “block,” “clip,”
“outpost,” etc. F is also used to
transliterate some English words because
of the similar pronunciation, such as
“card,” (- ka), “calorie” (EBE kaluli),
“cartoon” (-Ki# katong), etc.

T EE. BhT. i E A, BfRA EAT, RETHE. WHAER TR, Rk
%o PRIEEHIEAL, iﬁﬁﬁﬂi%%”*%ﬁi%ﬂ%, Wik Fr(card), K% H (calorie), il
( katong) %

7

L& shou (receive; accept)

Pictophonetic character. In the Seal Script, the
character Y consists of the signifying
element 3Z (pa, hit with stick) on the right
and the phonetic element Y (jit) on the left,
originally meaning “arrest.” The extended
meanings are “take in,” “collect,” “receive,”
“gather in,” “harvest,” etc. In Regular Script,
in the character W, <7 is replaced by the
tap/rap radical ¥, for the meaning of < is
the same as 3Z. You have seen < in the
character #{ (jiao, to teach) in Lesson 7.

IBC TR . BECA S (po T HFRLAEAT),
B AL, K, IR, I
MRl R OB W ST
U -
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L_esson 10

$0
< 19
ﬁg/ H]B you (post; mail; postal)

Associative compound. In the Seal Script,
the character ¥ is the combination of Z&
(chui, hang down; border area; frontier)
and & (yi, living area; town; city),
originally referring to the inns for couriers
who carried mail on horseback and
extending to mean “post,” “mail,”
“postal,” “postman,” etc.

B e, 0 (e, BaERE) , ff (RAEME) . BRI AMEERN
MR, SIHRAEIE. BES%.

%, 4

4
j}& chéng (wall; city wall; city)

Pictophonetic character. The character 35
is comprised of the soil/earth radical 1=
and the phonetic element J% (chéng;
succeed), originally meaning “wall.”
Since all cities had walls in ancient times,
3 extended to mean “city.” The character
% originally meant “cease-fire”, and
extended to mean “succeed,”
“accomplish,” “achievement,” “become,”
etc. The right part of ¥ is X, (ge, dagger-
ax), which you have learned in the
Radicals section.

WO e, MUE. AFIRWR.
AT AT, D | Rk
i B e GEA—FE7E Y It
), T, ARAWITEMEEE, SIHETh, SERG MR A, ot
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g, ok ﬁH
-

AL T s

—rﬁ‘ shi (market; city)

Associative and pictophonetic
compound. In its ancient form, the
character T has 2Z (zhi; go) on the
topand [ | (jiong, designed market
area) at the bottom, meaning “go to
the market”. Since every city had a
market, 1li extended to mean “city.”
In the ancient form of character i,
2 also functions as the phonetic
element.

W gEHEE. TEXte (%, @i , %l (iong, FIHAETHEED , ZIRE
o ARFAREN, Wi, WAWMAATE, 51H &,

B

% te (special; unusual)

AW

Pictophonetic characters. The
character‘-{—\*j consists of the ox
radical f and the phonetic
element%fj (si, temple), and it
originally meant “bull,” “ox,”
“calf” or “small livestock.” Since
ox horns are striking, % extended
to mean “outstanding,” “special,”
“unusual,” “exceptional,” etc. In
its ancient form, 5 is the front
view of an ox head. You have seen
5F in the character & in Lesson 4.

MR LT, WE. ORBIRAG. BEMZMERE, SIhAmE. R S e

.
&,
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