
289UNIT 6  •  Lesson 2

中国文化一瞥  A Glimpse into Chinese Culture

For more information and activities related to Chinese culture, please go to http://my.

cheng-tsui.com/huanying.

1.  �Read aloud the lyrics of an old Chinese folk song, paying special  
attention to your tones.

This folk song was written between 1127 and 1130 during the Song Dynasty. At that time, 

because of wars and corruption, most ordinary people lived difficult lives, while the rich and 

the powerful still lived in luxury. This song highlights the differences in people’s lives.

			   Yuè	 Ér	 W�n	 W�n	 Zhào	 Jiu�	 Zh�u

			   月	 儿	 弯	 弯	 照	 九	 洲

	 	 	 Yuè	 ér	 w�n	 w�n	 zhào	 jiu�	 zh�u

	 	 	 月	 儿	 弯	 弯	 照	 九	 洲，

	 	 	 Jı̌ 	 ji�	 hu�n	 lè	 jı̌ 	 ji�	 chóu

	 	 	 几	 家	 欢	 乐	 几	 家	 愁，

	 	 	 Jı̌ 	 ji�	 f�	 q�	 tóng	 luó	 zhàng

	 	 	 几	 家	 夫	 妻	 同	 罗	 帐，

	 	 	 Jı̌ 	 ji�	 pi�o	 ling	 zài	 wài	 tóu

	 	 	 几	 家	 飘	 零	 在	 外	 头。

The Moon Shines Everywhere

The moon shines everywhere,

Some families are in joy and some are in sorrow.

Some couples are in their comfortable beds, and

Some are wandering homeless.


