
119UNIT 3  •  Lesson 1

发音练习  PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

The diphthong ao is pronounced [au], as in “out” or “now”; uo is pronounced [uә], similar but 

not exactly the same as the “qu” sound in “quarter”; ou is pronounced [ou], as in “home” or 

“go.”

1.  Pronounce the following words containing the finals ao, uo and ou.

dào 	 zǎo 	 cǎo 	 máo 	 nào 	 táo 	 bào 	 zhǎo 	 sh�o

du�	 zu�	 su� 	 cuò 	 m� 	 tuó 	 fó 	 bō 	 zhu�

tóu 	 d�u 	 l�u 	 z�u 	 s�u 	 g�u 	 k�u 	 hòu 	 còu

2. � Read aloud the following sentences, concentrating on the correct 
pronunciation of ao, uo and ou.

A.	 L�osh�, nín z�o.

B.	 D�ng L�osh� y�u du�shao gè xuésheng?

C.	 W� ji� y�u y� zh� g�u. T� jiào Ji� B�o.

D.	 T�men d�u jiào J�n B�o, k�shì Dà J�n B�o de tóuf� du�, Xi�o J�n B�o de tóuf� sh�o.

3. � See who can say the following tongue twisters fastest without any 
mistakes.

	 	 	 	 Mài	 Yuán	Xi�o

				    卖	 元	 宵
		  G�o	 lóu	 g�o,	 g�o	 lóu	 g�o,

	 	 高	 楼	 高,	高	 楼	 高,
		  G�o	 lóu	 d�	 xià	 mài	 yuán	 xi�o.

	 	 高	 楼	 底	 下	 卖	 元	 宵。
		  Yuán	 xi�o	 yuán,	 yuán	 xi�o	 yuán,

	 	 元	 宵	 圆,	元	 宵	 圆,
		  Yuán	 xi�o	 bù	 yuán	 bú	 yào	 qián.

	 	 元	 宵	 不	 圆	 不	 要	 钱。


