44 HUANYING « Volume 1

#o9 & & %5 >] PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE

The Neutral Tone

A syllable with no tone mark is pronounced in the neutral tone. The neutral tone usually
occurs: 1) as the last syllable in a multi-syllable word, or 2) as a question or mood particle at
the end of a sentence. You can produce a neutral tone by slightly prolonging the sound of the

syllable prior to it.

1. Read the following syllables after your teacher and pay attention to
the neutral tones.

wo de ni de gége jiéjie meimei
wanshang xialai zOuzhe shangqu fangxia
man man de hong héng de kao bian qu [di wan le chi fan le

2. Read the following sentences after your teacher and pay attention
to the syllables with neutral tones.

A. Jiéjie de mingzi jiao Lili.
(My elder sister is called Lili.)
B. W0 de yi jia zhu zai Béijing.
(My family lives in Beijing.)
C. Ta de didi hén cdngming.
(His younger brother is very smart.)
D. Women jia you san ge rén: baba, mama, hé wo.
(There are three people in my family: dad, mom and I.)
E. Nimen rénshi ma?
(Do you know each other?)
E. Mdaomao yé zhu zai Jiujinshan ba?

(Maomao also lives in San Francisco, right?)



